CATHEDRAL MUSIC 2010-2011

The most obvious change to the cathedral choir this past year has been the arrival
of two new lay vicars to sing the bottom line. Following Rory Waters’ unexpected
and untimely death and Robert Evans’ decision to leave the choir for pastures new,
I’'m delighted to say we appointed Alistair Watson and Richard Hooper who joined
the choir at the start of September. They have settled in well and are already
underpinning the sound of the choir with musicality and assurance.

The 2009-2010 choir year was further upset as, very unusually, the voices of three
of our four Year 8 boy choristers changed. So far this year we have fared much
better with just one Year 8 boy who can no longer sing treble. He is busy gaining
experience in the back row of the choir singing regularly with the men.

Our priority remains the regular nine choral services we sing each week — daily
Evensong plus Mattins and Eucharist on Sundays — and major liturgical services
throughout the year.

The choir supported fund raising efforts for the Choral Foundation by giving three
major choral concerts in a rewardingly full cathedral. It was a particular pleasure to
invite back three former choristers to sing the soprano roles - Charlotte Ashley for
Brahms’ Requiem at Remembrance-tide, Amy Carson for Handel’s Messiah at
Christmas, and Emilia Hughes who sang in Bach’s St John Passion in Holy Week.

As with other cathedrals and colleges around the country, Advent and Christmas
are a particularly busy time of year with the cathedral filled to capacity for the big
services. The Advent Procession - From Darkness to Light - has now grown so



popular that in 2010 we trialed
running it for three successive
evenings, rather than two as before,
and will indeed be holding it on
three evenings again this year. The
first snow of the year started to fall as
the congregation began arriving at
the cathedral on the Friday night,
really setting the mood before the
first note of music began.

We also ran special Christmas carol services for national and local charities as well
as continuing our collaboration with BBC Wiltshire and recording a special carol
service for transmission on Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. In the midst of all
this activity we took the choristers to Birmingham Symphony Hall where they had
been invited to perform a lunchtime carol concert with Thomas Trotter. This was a
thoroughly enjoyable event with all the choristers on top form.

The choir gives two concerts each term to support different parish churches in the
diocese and takes part in the annual Diocesan Choirs Festival which last year
brought 350 choristers to the cathedral. Our choristers also join in the ‘Singing
Together’ outreach programme the cathedral and Cathedral School run in primary
schools in the Salisbury area, attending two schools each term and singing in the
end of term concerts in the cathedral with the children. These are wonderful
occasions and often the first time many of the visiting youngsters and their families
have visited the cathedral.

Our open day ‘Be a chorister for a day’ continues to attract families from around
the South of England with a good number of children following this by coming for
individual pre-auditions and attending a special choral workshop. So far we
continue to attract good numbers to these events and the all-important voice trials
themselves but there’s no doubt that we have to work ever harder to maintain the
status quo. We are particularly grateful to our Development Department who are
working with us to attract funds to support current and future choristerships.
Salisbury Cathedral Junior Choir, our un-auditioned and free Saturday morning
choir for boys and girls in school Years 4-8, has had a busy year singing concerts.
Last summer saw a number of the oldest children leaving but, following a
concerted recruitment drive with choir members recruiting from their primary
schools, Brownies, Cubs and so on, we soon got back to strength ready for the
very busy schedule in the run up to Christmas.

Andrej Kouznetsov has been a superb organ scholar for us this academic year and |
am delighted that he has been appointed organ scholar at Westminster Abbey
from September 2011 — August 2012. During his time with us, he has proved to
be a most skilful organist with nerves of steel. He also done his fair share of choir

training which should stand him in good
stead for the work he will do with the
Abbey choristers and probationers. We
warmly congratulate him and wish him
every success.

As | write this we are fast approaching
Holy Week. The choristers will be
returning to the cathedral after a short
break, fully rested | hope, ready for one of
our busiest weeks of year. In addition to
the daily services and performance of
Bach’s St John Passion, we welcome BBC
TV here for the live broadcast of the
Easter Day eucharist on BBC1. And from
now until the end of the summer we are
working with BBC4, who are making a
ninety-minute documentary on the
history of choristers in England, to be
broadcast in 2012. Salisbury has been
chosen as the cathedral choir school on
which the film will be based.

Finally, in September we celebrate the twentieth anniversary of the founding of
the girls’ choir, and look forward very much to welcoming many of the former girl
choristers to join today’s choristers for a weekend of singing, socialising and
celebration with a concert, live broadcast, and services, and to witness the
promoting of the newest choristers.

So, in summary, a busy year and a time of great change for Salisbury Cathedral
Choir. What comes over is the huge pleasure the children gain from being
choristers and what a marvellous team they are working together with the choir
men. Finally | would like to thank my assistant Daniel Cook for his continuing

support, and skills as an excellent organist and choir trainer.
David Halls

Director of Music



